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TX A room of tha United Btatae Foreat
* Service heaiiimartasa in Denver la huge
euni a* which relief map at ana of
Colorado'! national foreata ia taking form
under the broabaa of a yoong painter. Oa
tba evpuaite aid* of the roan ara drafting
boards covered with mapa from which tba
bag oaa* is bain* takan, and oa all aidaa
ara the parapharaalia of the work. The

paintar ia a maid la the twenties, a I ttle
over ftra feat i> height aad alender, with
a quick fliataHj amila. Dressed la the conventions!artiat'a amock aha wlelda her
bmhie with a deft hand aa the ataada oa

the stepladder necessary to uaa is reaching
tha upper partioaa of the canfaa.
This ia Mia Helen Dowe, bat the work

ia only that with which abe filla her winter
moatha
To ana Helen Dowe. firl forest guard, oa

her "regular job" one must fo to Colorado
ia the nmacr time and travel eome fifty
mOee out of Denver to the Pike. National
Forest. There in a tiny boose, which ia
bolted te the bare rock on the topmoat point
ef the Denl'i Bead, ta prevent ita bein*
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Nearly two miles above sea level
Miss Dowe guards 7000 sqnar
miles of the most beaatifoDy for
ested portions of the Rock:
Mountains with her fire-findei
This instrument, invented by i
fellow forest guard, tells he
where that spiral of smoke, in
dicsting a blaze, is located so ac
rurately that she ia able, by tele
pbta% to send the guard nearea

the menace to it

Mown away by the mountain winds, Miaa
Dowe stands watch over several hundred
square miles of mountain and foreat, lookla(for the first slgna of lira.
To fat to tha DeviTs Head lookout stationoae leaves the antomoUa at the and

of tha road and takaa the trail which leada ta
cabin snuffled down agahist the foot of thi

(Teat rock. That ia Miaa Dowe'a home.
Then taking to sharply inclined 'sitilaaa a

dtmb of 147 feet higher brings one ta tb<
Station itself, whose windows face ia at
directiona and ia the doorway of which aw

woold probably meet tha maid herself.
It would be a far different ffri from Ox

artlet of tha Denver forestry headqaartera
however. In breechee, aad boots of moai

businesslike style, with the tadaiae toad
added by an embroidered Rnsn amock detractingnot bit frera the tec* that ah<
la oa a real "be job," aha * koldtm, a pea
Jt tremendous i eeponaBrfHty aad to the eoi

firl fire faard in tha aaaalea at tha peaaaa
time.
From the Deefl's Head station 7000 aqoan
Tea of the moat beautiful portiana of th<

Bock7 mountaiaa aaa be maa, Ml of f
fseeat reaerre. Froaa the time tha laa
murm malts hi the apriag aad tha feraata *r
eat oetil tha pretesting white blaakat soma
Mmi. ia the fan, Miaa Pave is laapiasBd
Im tha spettiag af aay fira gbat might atar

a

Wan, Wa take tka rfiulu \sfesrss
tala-toO, where I* hanga like tliksk&j!as^SzSi
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I send the alarm to tb* nearest point frosa

which rangers can rush to the scene.

Daring four and one-half month* at
comparative exile 'each summer, usoallj
being on duty there from May 10 until
about the middle of October, the girl forest
guard la "on her own."
She has proved herself entirely capable,

I too, and no aid from mere men haa been
Decenary jp the routine of bar work or the
upkeep of her station. The tiny lookout,
high up on ita perch, 9843 feet above the sea,
was paiatcd by her, a fresh green and white
on the outside, a spotless white
within. Down below in her cabin, furniIpMKMRS
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**Fuel it one of Miss Dowe'a kone-hand bin
keeping problems, but a crosscut saw and
double-bitted ax are no strangers to bar

hand, and soon she has a pile sufficient for the
kitchen and for the chill nifhts ut> there where

only the most adventurous clouds climb
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tur*' wtll*r» raoboarto. (Mia,nd «>attore arc proof af her akffl as t ear«ktbarter «rt af

tw with Main wbaa' a tnaTero*?af crab ariliae at tbe a4 of th* nil 1,[ _da can throw . dteawad Wub with the bad
M**» « P»et isw that repair. staraalrigilenco. Period**!!, daria, tk, bean* *« .' t potto. *f"* territory through her gleaea wttminute care, mr watching far th* telltale

tin* of m<*« tbat mm tbe r .

n* lookoat wft>a
Oebom* fire finder. the «^t ^ ^the rim of its circular "tobte" ready fa, ta
aunt aw. Immediately on nnni -lllt|
through her |lw>. Him Dow* "\inm *p"
oo It. sad ia a trwse, by reference t> tbt
map* which art a part of tba finder at* hafaand the Mart location af tbe Maar Th«
quick, decidre action on tb* telephone. awl
somewhere oat acrose tbc mountain, waiting
rsngen commence fa hastily tbmr sboreia.
axea and other equipment of tbc battle oata
pack seddlea. ready far the dash to tbe fire.
Tbe fire finder aa described by Mia. Dew*

ia an intereetlag inatromeat "Worth ite
e light in (oM," abe aaya. and ahe should
know, tor with It abe spotted sixteen fires
daring 1017. bar first aeaaon. and aa m..r
more during tbe !aet summer, and she was
able to locate them an exactly that tbe fightingforces arrived without waate aeareh and
ia time to nip them in the hod.

"Tbc Osborne finder was instated by a
nan ia tbe forest semce." explains Mia
Dowe. "Its debts revolve around the fwe
circular maps on a rim af tbe table.' Tbae
mape are act aa the land {tea from Devil'.
Head with directiona exact.

"When 1 arc smoke I torn tbe sights until
It is in line and tbea refer to tbe outer map
where the sight fine musts it. Tha oatsideone Is a profile map; tbat is, it abows
tbe profiles of mountains and ridges fast
as I can see them from the windows, and it
circles around tbe whole 3flO dagw of tbe
finders circle to tbe point where tbe
smoke appear* on tbe real mountain and
then picking oat tb* pine* on tbe sight Use
that corraponda. 1 caa get tbe approximate
location. Then fallowing the line onto tbe
corresponding point oo tbe tnaide map.
which is done in contour with Deril's Bead
aa its center, with a few simple calculationsI hare tbe exact location af tbe fir*,
with all trails, ridges, canyons and other
details all shown. Th* telephone and tbe
boy* do the teat*"

Last fall Mias Dow* was auoaed la by
the first beery blixaard of tbe year, and
the story is told of her spectacular straggle
through the storm to Sedalia. tbe neareat
town, in returning to errilixation after ber
season on watch.
"Oh. please doa't belieee that Mary," cried

the maid from the top of ber stepladder
when asked about it ia ber Deneer forestry
beedquarters "studio." She abandoned mapmakingand with paint cans and brushes
on her knee* aat dowa aa tbe top step to

explain.
"It aounded senaatioaal tbe way ft wa?

told." she said. "Bat it really waan't at
all. Too know, I hare to stay an Deril's
Bead until the firM snow tomes and wets
down tbe forests until there isn't any more

danger of fire."

HOw (.veR, Denser papers had It otterwiseand gare Miss Dowe credit far
playing s heroine's role ia tbe k»ag daah
through tbe blixaard.

"Every one aaks me bow I happened to
become a forest guard." remarked tbe maid
when the question was repeated far probablythe 'steenth time. "I was aa artist oa

s Denser paper up to two years ago, bat I
hare always tored tbe mountains. We bar*
so much more chance to got acquainted with
them here than Easterner* do, and I bad
tramped and climbed all ower them. My
work inside seemed dull and confining after
all of the magnificence to be found in tb*
Rockica. and I determined to get oat all
of the time if poedble. and ao I applied to
tb* forest serrice for the poaitfaa.

"It took two year* to eoarinta than AM
a girl wooId make a good fir* lookovt, bat I
finally did it and I was stationed at DorfTa
Bead, wber* I bar* baa far two mm
m go back there in May, bat I ateo hope to
take tb* axamiaattoa far fanat rangers daringth* nana. It has hoes throw* apaB
to women, yoa kMa.

Mis* Dew* Is eeraatOe, and It la aaytot
of those la th* forest arrrlee tbat ah* caa

build a cabin, paint on* af tk* western saasetser play hodia to rWtora with a«aal
kill. And tbees who bar* been fortunate
enough to receive aa toritotfaa to dlae ia
the cable at tb* foot of Darfl'a Bead eeoc*
far the fact that aba la aa excellent cook, toe.

While Mias Dowe la one of tbe two waate*

wbe bar* reer beU a tin aat guard* I niHrtia,
the has shown oAclals of tbe forsot saslus
tbat tbey he** tk* keea eye, wadset attaa
tloa and lore of thdr w*rk tost mak* tbea
soceesafal fa tbe r^.asitee post, It is sato.


